IRAN  EMANCIPATES

tanker lorries painted in the Iranian national colours of
red, green, and white.

The extent of Russia's present interest in Iran is
reflected by the many contracts she has received to build
flour mills and bakeries, granaries, power stations, and
workshops. The Soviet recently signed a trade treaty
ensuring that the value of goods changing hands required
no money to pass. Trade between the two countries is
about the equivalent of five million pounds a year, or
forty per cent, of Iran's imports, and nearly twelve per
cent, of that of the U.S.S.R. The chief effects of the
treaty are that the amount of iron, steel, and machinery
exported-from the Soviet will be greater than before, as
will the number of Russians employed to maintain it. In
return, Iran sends wool, leather, and cotton to Russia,
as well as fish and caviare.

Iran has also signed a trade agreement with Germany,
fixing the annual value of the trade between them at the
astonishing figure of nearly three million pounds. Germany
is to provide electrical and textile machinery, motor
vehicles, cement, and house furnishings. Iran sends cotton,
silver and gold, rice, caviare which goes by air to be pre-
pared in Bavaria, and skins. Iran provides neither Russia
nor Germany with oil. That goes to Great Britain. Exports
to Britain, oil excepted, total under a million pounds and
include carpets, skins, furs, dried fruits, and gum.

Riza must be given credit for appreciating that this
is a machine age, and that aeroplanes, light and power
stations, oil wells, pipe lines, mines, and machines generally
are most likely to help his country forward. The fact
that the Iranian is unable to appreciate that the purchase of
the machine is only the beginning of his problem, and that
he has to be educated and disciplined in its use and main-
tenance, is a matter perhaps grasped by the Shah, but not
yet by his peasants. The Iranian Air Force, as an example,
although possessing well over a hundred first-line aircraft,
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